March 8, 2017

This is not about sex or fun or boys
will be boys. This is about marines de-
liberately trying to degrade, humiliate,
and threaten fellow marines. They en-
couraged stalking, distributed stolen
intimate photos, and reduced their
comrades to a collection of body parts.

Well, I am here to say that women
marines will not be treated like sides
of beef. They are warriors and should
be treated as such.

As one female marine who recently
completed the once male-only infantry
training said: ‘“‘Right now I'm supposed
to be able to trust every male marine.
And with some of the stuff I see them
saying about women, that’s just not
happening.”’

This cultural rot, which has clearly
regressed even further since 2013,
harms our troops and our readiness. It
is abundantly clear that this is not a
few bad marines; rather, it is another
example of a culture of rot. It is a
blight that infects not just the ranks of
the enlisted, but also the officer corps.

Military leadership has utterly failed
in their responsibility to protect their
troops, punish those involved, and up-
hold the professed values of the Corps.
That is why the survivors of this latest
atrocity did not have the confidence to
notify their superiors, for fear of ret-
ribution. It took a marine veteran and
blogger to blow the whistle, and for
that, he has been threatened with
death and his wife has been threatened
with rape.

Back in 2013, then-Commandant Gen-
eral Amos wrote to me saying, ‘“We
share your indignation,” regarding de-
plorable images on social media that
denigrate women in the United States
Marine Corps. They were words—just
words. I fear that military leadership
will say anything to placate Congress
and an outraged public, but then do
nothing.

I recently had the opportunity to
meet with Secretary of Defense James
Mattis. I found him to be engaging,
thoughtful, and committed to our
troops. Secretary Mattis is also a re-
tired marine.

Secretary Mattis, I hope that you are
deeply disturbed by what we are seeing
within the Corps. I hope that you are
listening to servicewomen like the one
whose private photos were posted in
the 2013 Facebook group.

One left the service in 2015, and says
that just knowing her pictures are still
out there has silenced her. She said: “‘I
wanted to be a positive influence on
the community. And this diminished
me. It took away everything.”

Secretary Mattis, this must change
now. I call on you to hold your leader-
ship accountable for these failures; to
establish a culture of dramatic change.
That means heads should roll.

Talk is cheap. Action is what is need-
ed for the integrity of the military.
Survivors must be supported. That will
only happen if those bad marines are
drummed out of the Corps, with no ex-
ceptions.
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JCC THREATS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. R0OSs-
LEHTINEN). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST) for
5 minutes.

Mr. MAST. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because there have now recently
been at least 100 threats made against
more than 75 Jewish community cen-
ters across the country. These threats
and the recent vandalism of Jewish
cemeteries are despicable. I can prob-
ably find much more harsh language to
use, but we probably shouldn’t use it
here on the House floor.

Community centers of all faiths
should be places where people can find
peace and not feel targeted for their be-
liefs. As a nation, we have to dem-
onstrate that we will do everything
within our power to prevent future
threats and stop potential attacks.

One of my first acts as a new Member
of Congress was to join the bipartisan
task force to combat anti-Semitism. I
am sad that we even have to do this.
Our group works across the aisle to
combat global anti-Semitism. I have
also cosponsored the Combating Euro-
pean Anti-Semitism Act, which in-
structs the Secretary of State to track
anti-Semitism in Europe.

But it is clear from these attacks,
Madam Speaker, that we must also do
far more here at home to combat anti-
Semitism. In the coming days, I will be
working with my colleagues, both Re-
publicans and Democrats, to determine
the additional steps that we can take
to combat anti-Semitism in the United
States and keep our communities safe.

I make this encouragement. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to ask them-
selves one question: What if it were
their child’s elementary school? What
if it were their child’s daycare? What if
it were their child’s afterschool pro-
gram that had the threat of a bomb,
just like the one that took my own
legs?

———

RESIST APPEAL PROPOSAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak out
against the proposal offered by the Re-
publican majority to replace the Af-
fordable Care Act.

After nearly 7 years of repeal votes,
House Republicans finally released
their healthcare proposal on Monday.
Simply stated, this proposal is bad for
seniors, it is bad for the poor, and it is
bad for the sick. It costs more and of-
fers less. It raises cost on middle class
Americans while giving huge tax
breaks to the wealthy and to special
interests.

Madam Speaker, more than 12,000 of
my constituents receive financial as-
sistance to buy health insurance on the
exchange in the commercial market.
Almost all of them will get less help
under the Republican proposal.
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Why is that?

Because the proposed tax credits will
vary by age and income, which means
premiums will be unaffordable for the
low- to moderate-income families and
seniors. As premiums go up with
healthcare costs over time, these tax
credits don’t rise, making insurance
less affordable year after year.

Regarding the individual mandate,
while removing it may be politically
popular, experts who have studied this
expect premiums to increase 25 percent
when the individual mandate is elimi-
nated. When the employer mandate is
eliminated under the GOP proposal,
fewer employers will offer insurance to
their employees.

Furthermore, Madam Speaker, I am
opposed to the GOP proposal because it
will significantly raise healthcare
costs on individuals in their fifties and
sixties.

And why is that?

Because the plan will allow insurers
to charge them five times more than
younger policyholders. In fact, if you
are 60 years or older and making an av-
erage income, under the GOP proposal
your insurance bill will go up by $3,200
each year while you lose $6,000 in tax
credits and subsidies.

Madam Speaker, nearly 30,000 men,
women, and children in my district are
currently covered by the Medicaid ex-
pansion provisions of the Affordable
Care Act. Each of them now stands to
lose coverage if the Republican Con-
gress eliminates Maryland’s Medicaid
expansion. Even our Republican Gov-
ernor understands that much.

The GOP plan to so-called modernize
Medicaid essentially turns the program
into a block grant program that shifts
the costs to States. States simply can-
not afford that. As a result, we will
eventually see massive cuts to this
cost-efficient program.

This plan to turn Medicaid into a
block grant program would hurt the
working poor, children, seniors, and
people with disabilities that rely on
this program. This is wrong and dis-
graceful.

And why do Republicans want to cut
Medicaid, Madam Speaker?

I am not sure, but I do know they are
also proposing huge tax cuts for the
wealthy.

Under Monday’s midnight proposal,
we now see that the 400 wealthiest
households in America will receive an-
nual tax cuts of $7 million. The pro-
posal also includes a tax break for in-
surance companies that pay their CEOs
over half a million dollars a year.

Madam Speaker, the Republicans
kept this proposal under lock and key
for a reason. They scheduled a com-
mittee markup without a single hear-
ing or even a CBO score.

The American people and their Rep-
resentatives deserve to see the num-
bers. That means every Member of this
Congress needs to hear from the Con-
gressional Budget Office: How much
will it cost taxpayers? How will it im-
pact our hospitals and health centers?
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How many people will lose the health
coverage they have right now?

The American public demands and
deserves to know.

Madam Speaker, this is not regular
order and this is not why I came to
Congress. When Democrats introduced
the Affordable Care Act, whether you
supported it or not, we held 79 hearings
over 2 years, heard from 181 witnesses
from both sides of the aisle, and posted
the bill online 30 days before markup.

The Republicans have done none of
these things. That is hypocritical and
shameful. We will resist this dangerous
repeal proposal, Madam Speaker.

——
TRUMP HOTEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to discuss an-
other glaring and scandalous drama in-
volving President Trump’s conflict of
interest that has been lost in the shuf-
fle of the President’s nightly tweets
and the daily Russian revelations. I
would like to talk about the Old Post
Office Building down the street on
Pennsylvania Avenue.

The General Services Administration
solicited proposals for redevelopment
of the Old Post Office Building in 2011,
selected The Trump Organization in
2012, and signed a 60-year lease in 2013
to redevelop the building.

For the first time in U.S. history, a
sitting President now operates and
profits from a private business in a tax-
payer-owned Federal building. The Old
Post Office Building lease agreement
explicitly prohibits any elected official
of the U.S. Government from serving as
a lessee or from profiting under the
lease.

Before the President took office, ca-
reer officials at GSA confirmed that
the prohibition on elected officials ben-
efiting from the lease is a categorical
ban on any elected official, including
the President, being a party to or bene-
fiting from the lease. The prohibition
not allowing elected officials to benefit
from GSA leases exists because of the
outsized influence elected officials, es-
pecially the President, have over the
funding and management of GSA.

President Trump has violated the
very terms of the lease agreement that
his company entered into with the
United States Government for the
Trump International Hotel the very
moment that he took the oath of office
to become President of the United
States of America.

Soon, President Trump will appoint
the administrator who serves at the
pleasure of the President. That same
administrator will be responsible for
administering and managing the lease
where the guy who signs his paycheck
is the guy who benefits from the lease.
That, ladies and gentlemen, is a classic
conflict of interest.

To try to hide this conflict, President
Trump has announced a so-called di-
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vestment plan that has two of his adult
children responsible for negotiating
with the GSA on behalf of daddy. If you
think daddy’s kids won’t make sure
that daddy is happy with the adminis-
trator and if you think that the admin-
istrator won’t make sure that the kids
are happy with him, then you would be
the one who would buy some ocean-
front property in Chicago. Essentially,
the President controls the man exer-
cising judgment on his lease.

The Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee has repeatedly written
to the GSA trying to get more informa-
tion about this glaring problem, but we
have not received a substantial re-
sponse. On March 7, 2017, Ranking
Member PETER DEFAZIO and I wrote to
the GSA Inspector General requesting
that they examine administration and
management of the Old Post Office
Building lease.
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Congress needs an independent inves-
tigation to determine how and when
GSA plans to resolve this breach of the
lease and eliminate this conflict of in-
terest, how GSA is shielding the career
officials working through this conflict,
and whether GSA is receiving fair mar-
ket value for any amendments to the
lease. This lease has already been
amended five times, without any con-
gressional oversight.

There is also the elephant in the
room as to whether this Trump hotel
business is violating the U.S. Constitu-
tion. It is unclear whether payments
by foreign governments to the Trump
International Hotel provide evidence of
a violation of the Emoluments Clause
of the Constitution. There are also se-
rious allegations of whether foreign
diplomats are steering business toward
the Trump International Hotel. Could
it be that Putin has already made ar-
rangements to rent the presidential
penthouse suite in the Trump Hotel for
$10 million a year for the next 4 years?
Or perhaps he has paid $100 million for
an option to lease the Grand Ballroom
at the Trump Hotel over the next 4
years. The American people need and
deserve answers to these very impor-
tant questions.

President Trump and GSA need to
come clean and address these conflict
of interest issues in a transparent fash-
ion that protects the interests of the
American taxpayers.

———
COACH STEVE CHAPMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Madam Speaker,
today I am here to congratulate
Calallen High School baseball coach
Steve Chapman on his recent induction
into the Texas High School Baseball
Coaches Hall of Fame.

Coach Chapman was born and raised
in Hallettsville, Texas. After grad-
uating from Hallettsville High School,
he attended Blinn College and the Uni-
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versity of Mary Hardin-Baylor, where
he received a degree in education.
After graduation, he began his coach-
ing career at Victoria Stroman High
School as an assistant coach. In 1983,
he became head baseball coach at
Calallen High School.

In Coach Chapman’s 33 years at
Calallen, his Wildcats have won or
shared 25 district championships and
have been to the Region 4 finals 19
times. The Wildcats have reached the
UIL State tournament on 12 occasions,
played in the State championship game
8 times, and have won 3 State cham-
pionships. Coach Chapman’s overall
record is 967 wins, 204 losses, and 2 ties.

Coach Chapman’s induction into the
Hall of Fame is a testament to his hard
work and the thousands of lives he has
touched while coaching the Wildcats,
including my long-time legislative di-
rector, Blake Adami. I offer my con-
gratulations to Coach Chapman, his
family, and everyone at Calallen.

——
REPLACING THE ACA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HECK. Madam Speaker, today I
would like to share a letter I received
from Sherry, who lives back in my
hometown of Olympia, Washington.

Sherry writes to me:

My husband was a veteran. He worked as a
civilian with high security clearance at
White Sands Missile Range and later as a
paramedic and firefighter. When I met him,
I was working as a paramedic, also. We were
crazy in love. But I lost him to cancer in
2009, at the age of 56.

Since the day my husband died, we lost his
income. I had to figure out how to raise our
son, who was then 6. I sold my business on
the Oregon coast, lost my house in Newport,
and moved to Washington to be with my sis-
ter. I found Olympia a year later and have
been here since. I have qualified for food
stamps for the last 8 years. We have de-
pended on the food bank on and off.

When all this happened, that was before
ObamaCare, and the $1,000 monthly premium
for insurance for my family was simply not
sustainable. At first, I was able to keep my
insurance through COBRA. But after that
ran out, we were left to paying for some cut-
rate insurance that provided very little cov-
erage.

When the Affordable Care Act was enacted,
I finally felt relief. I got covered through the
ACA, and that allowed me to direct some of
the money I was paying to insurance toward
food, books, clothing, or tuition. My son is
now 13, and 6 foot 1, with a size 14 shoe, so we
go through clothes and shoes for him like
crazy.

I still struggle. I still have medical bills
and collections. I still struggle with food and
clothes for both myself and my son. I still go
to the Thurston County Food Bank in down-
town Olympia. But ObamaCare allows me to
follow my health closely and helps me pay
for the medical care my son and I require.

I have a spot on my lung that needs con-
stant monitoring, and ObamaCare has al-
lowed me to go in for those routine MRIs.
Preventative services like mammograms are
also paid for.

Since my husband died, I have been focused
on raising my son and getting a higher edu-
cation degree. I went to massage school, and
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